
Mid-Whidbey 
March 10, 2024 

 

Rain in the morning and wind in the afternoon, but it still was a productive day of birding.  

We picked up our first Northern Harrier and Killdeer of the day at Bingo Hall Lagoon. Rain hit 

us at Rosario Beach but not before we saw Harlequin Ducks, Black Oystercatchers, Pigeon 

Guillemots, Brandt’s Cormorants and a Varied Thrush. With the Deception Pass West Beach 

closed, we moved to Ala Spit. There we added American Wigeon, Belted Kingfisher, Black 

Turnstone and our only Common Loon. At Dugualla Bay, we had Greater Yellowlegs, Dunlin, 

Canvasbacks, Tree Swallows, our first Turkey Vulture of 2024 and a pair of Redheads. 

California Quail and Sanderlings were the highlights at our Rocky Point lunch stop. Wilson’s 

Snipe, Northern Shrike and Hooded Mergansers were among finds at nearby Bos Lake. Moving 

to Penn Cove and out of the wind, we located two Rock Sandpipers among the Surfbirds and 

Black Turnstones at Mueller Beach, where Barrow’s and Common Goldeneyes also were 

numerous. The Rock Sandpipers were life birds for many of the group. One car went home via 

March Point, where they observed a Rough-legged Hawk and a small raft of Brant geese. 

 

73 species (approx. qty.) 

 

Attendees: Phil, Dianne, Rex, Jeff, Doug C., Ken, Frank, Bruce, Pam T., Karen, Jane, Judy Lo., 

Val, Denny, Pat, Marcia, Wilma, Sue B., Pam P. 

 

CHECKLIST: 

 

WATERFOWL: Brant (25), Canada Goose (119), Trumpeter Swan (100), Gadwall (6), 

American Wigeon (62), Mallard (12), Northern Pintail (138), Green-winged Teal (54), 

Canvasback (36), Redhead (2), Greater Scaup (4), Lesser Scaup (1), Harlequin Duck (4), Surf 

Scoter (118), White-winged Scoter (2), Bufflehead (62), Common Goldeneye (33), Barrow’s 

Goldeneye (135), Hooded Merganser (4), Red-breasted Merganser (2), Ruddy Duck (3) 

 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS: California Quail (9) 

 

LOON, GREBES: Common Loon (1), Pied-billed Grebe (2), Horned Grebe (10), Red-necked 

Grebe (5) 

 

PELICANS, HERONS, IBIS: Brand’s Cormorant (2) Pelagic Cormorant (29), Double-crested 

Cormorant (3), Great Blue Heron (5) 

 

VULTURE: Turkey Vulture (1) 

 

RAPTORS: Northern Harrier (2), Bald Eagle (10), Red-tailed Hawk (7), Rough-Legged Hawk 

(1), American Kestrel (3) 

 

RAILS, CRANES: American Coot (10) 

 



SHOREBIRDS: Killdeer (7), Black Oystercatcher (7), Greater Yellowlegs (21), Black Turnstone 

(118), Surfbird (20), Rock Sandpiper (2), Sanderling (32), Dunlin (26), Wilson’s Snipe (1) 

 

GULLS, TERNS: Short-billed Gull (4), Ring-billed Gull (4), Glaucous-winged Gull (140) 

 

ALCIDS: Pigeon Guillemot (8) 

 

DOVES, PIGEONS: Eurasian Collared-Dove (1) 

 

HUMMINGBIRDS: Anna’s Hummingbird (1) 

 

KINGFISHER: Belted Kingfisher (2) 

 

WOODPECKERS: Downy Woodpecker (1), Northern Flicker (3) 

 

SHRIKES, VIREOS: Northern Shrike (1) 

 

CORVIDS: American Crow (12) 

 

LARKS, SWALLOWS: Tree Swallow (10) 

 

CHICKADEES, BUSHTIT: Black-capped Chickadee (2), Chestnut-backed Chickadee (2) 

 

NUTHATCHES, CREEPER: Brown Creeper (3) 

 

THRUSHES: American Robin (18), Varied Thrush (2) 

 

MIMIDS, STARLING: European Starling (10) 

 

LONGSPURS, SPARROWS: Fox Sparrow (1), Song Sparrow (3), Golden-crowned Sparrow (4), 

Dark-eyed Junco (6) 

 

BLACKBIRDS, ORIOLES: Red-winged Blackbird (15), Brewer’s Blackbird (40) 

 

FINCHES, WEAVER FINCH: House Finch (2), House Sparrow (7) 

 


